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Call For

Inventions!
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Enter your invention for 

an exhibition of Chindogu  

The strange and amusing Japanese art of Chindogu is the inspiration for a product design exhibition at the 2010 Dunedin Fringe Festival. Chindogu are everyday inventions designed to make life a little easier but which are also completely impractical – a double-sided toothbrush for cleaning your teeth faster, an umbrella that catches rainwater into a drink bottle – this is a fun 
design event that questions the whole notion of progress
and functionality.
Entry categories
A. Secondary student

B. Tertiary student

C. Open 

(Open category includes academics, product designers and backyard inventors)

How to enter
1. Design your Chindogu. It must meet the 10 tenets of a Chindogu (see page 2).
2. Fill out the attached entry form. Also available from info@dunedinfringe.org.nz or www.dunedinfringe.org.nz
3. Submit your application to the Fringe Festival by Friday 5th March.
Email entry form and illustration to info@dunedinfringe.org.nz
Post to: Fringe office, PO Box 1331 Dunedin

Deliver to: Fringe office, Carnegie Centre (basement), 110 Moray Place, Dunedin  
4. If your design is accepted you must make your Chindogu in time for the exhibition to be held at the Otago Settlers Museum from 20th – 28th March. An opening event will be held at 5pm on the 19th March.
Important dates

5 March
Entry deadline

8 March
Succesful entries notified
14 March
Entries delivered to Otago Settlers Museum from 2-5pm
19 March
Fringe Inventions Opening event, 5pm at the Otago Settlers Museum
20-28 March
Fringe Inventions exhibition displayed
For more info
Dunedin Fringe Festival, Ph. 03 477-3350, info@dunedinfringe.org.nz 

Chindogu history at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/chindōgu or google ‘chindogu images’.

The Ten Tenents of Chindogu

Every Chindogu is an almost useless object, but not every almost useless object is a Chindogu. In order to transcend the realms of the merely almost useless, and join the ranks of the really almost useless, certain vital criteria must be met. It is these ten vital tenets that define the gentle art and philosophy of Chindogu. 

1. A Chindogu cannot be for real use

It is fundamental to the spirit of Chindogu that inventions claiming Chindogu status must be, from a practical point of view, (almost) completely useless. If you invent something, which turns out to be so handy that you use it all the time, then you have failed to make a Chindogu. Try the Patent Office.

2. A Chindogu must exist

You're not allowed to use a Chindogu, but it must be made. You have to be able to hold it in your hand and think 'I can actually imagine someone using this. Almost.' In order to be useless, it must first be.

3. Inherent in every Chindogu is the spirit of anarchy

Chindogu are man-made objects that have broken free from the chains of usefulness. They represent freedom of thought and action: the freedom to challenge the suffocating historical dominance of conservative utility; the freedom to be (almost) useless.

4. Chindogu are tools for everyday life

Chindogu are a form of nonverbal communication understandable to everyone, everywhere. Specialized or technical inventions, like a threehandled sprocket loosener for drainpipes centered between two under-the-sink cabinet doors (the uselessness of which will only be appreciated by plumbers), do not count.

5. Chindogu are not for sale

Chindogu are not tradable commodities. If you accept money for one you surrender your purity. They must not even be sold as a joke.

6. Humour must not be the sole reason for creating a Chindogu

The creation of Chindogu is fundamentally a problem-solving activity. Humor is simply the by-product of finding an elaborate or unconventional solution to a problem that may not have been that pressing to begin with.

7. Chindogu is not propaganda

Chindogu are innocent. They are made to be used, even though they cannot be used. They should not be created as a perverse or ironic comment on the sorry state of mankind.

8. Chindogu are never taboo

The International Chindogu Society has established certain standards of social decency. Cheap sexual innuendo, humour of a vulgar nature, and sick or cruel jokes that debase the sanctity of living things are not allowed.

9. Chindogu cannot be patented

Chindogu are offerings to the rest of the world - they are not therefore ideas to be copyrighted, patented, collected and owned. As they say in Spain, mi Chindogu es tu Chindogu.

10. Chindogu are without prejudice

Chindogu must never favor one race or religion over another. Young and old, male and female, rich and poor - all should have a free and equal chance to enjoy each and every Chindogu.
FRINGE INVENTIONS ENTRY FORM 

Name of inventor:
First:
____________________________________


Last:
____________________________________

Contact details:
Phone:
____________________________________


Cell phone: 
____________________________________


Email: 
____________________________________

Personal details:
Age if at school: 
_____
Occupation: _________________________________

YOUR INVENTION

Title: ________________________________________________________________

Category (circle one):
Secondary
Tertiary
Open

Materials (What is it made of?): 

_______________________________________________________________________

Dimensions in centimetres (height, width, depth):

_______________________________________________________________________

Description (max of 100 words):

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

DRAWING

Please include a photo, drawing or graphic of your design with this application form.

FINE PRINT

Selection Criteria:

1. The entry meets Chindogu tenets

2. Suitable for public viewing

3. Safe and not hazardous

Terms:

· The Fringe Festival cannot fund the development of your invention.

· The invention is owned by the entrant and must be collected by the entrant following the exhibition.

· The entrant agrees that the Fringe Festival can use images of their invention for documentation and promotional purposes.

· The Fringe Festival is not responsible for any damage or loss of the entrant’s invention.

SEND THIS FORM & DRAWING TO
Dunedin Fringe Festival, PO Box 1331 Dunedin or info@dunedinfringe.org.nz 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRY FORM & DRAWING:
FRIDAY 5 MARCH

2009 design for a dog table (Lee White)














